
Hello and welcome! 

Welcome to the Autumn edition with a new layout and pictures thanks to an excellent piece of redesign 
by Tim.  We hope you like it.  What a wonderful summer we have had for weather, and as a result we 
have thoroughly enjoyed our outdoor concerts.  

On 7th September the band played at Brinsley Headstocks as part of the D. H. Lawrence Festival 2014.  
The weather was superb with hot sunshine (which we made the most of by taking the band summer 
photograph, seen at the bottom of this newsletter).  The band played very well indeed and both Tim and 
Alan said that, at times, it was the best they had heard.   

Mick Sharp reported quite a number of favourable comments on the day.  It was a first outing for our new 
percussionist Mark and it is surprising what a difference a percussionist can make.  Much easier to keep 
to the tempo.  Well done, Mark.  

Next up - 14th September, D.H. Lawrence Festival, 
Colliers’ Wood, Eastwood.  A really nice venue this one 
and another good performance despite the odd vacant 
chair.  Our playing and new approach of handing out a 
programme of items was well received by a very 
appreciative audience.  Despite a grey sky at times the 
weather remained dry and pleasant.   

Patrons & Players 

We welcomed nine new Patrons this summer and many have renewed their subscription. Two generous 
donations were also received.  Many thanks from the band.  We’d love to see the number of band 
patrons increase.  For £10/year, patrons receive a copy of this quarterly Newsletter and a ticket to our 
Christmas concert.  If you know of anyone that might be interested, do pass on our information!  Thanks.  

The band warmly welcomes three new players.  Mark Faulks is our new Percussionist, Claire Beardsley 
joins the Solo Cornet line, and Liam Atton will be helping us out on Cornet or Trombone - all three 
players are settling in well.  

Congratulations to Rachel Salmon on gaining her degree at Derby University.  Outstanding success for 
her with her dissertation on the history of Brass Bands.  It not only won her the special history prize but 
has also been accepted and published in the Brass Band Herald, the foremost magazine in the brass 
Band world. 

It was a thrill and relief to find out that Alan’s chemotherapy has paid dividends.  He has really gone 
through the mill and I am sure that it must be a relief to Linda and Rachel.  Well done Alan.  

Fund Raising 

It is very pleasing to report that our new Fund Raising initiative has already paid dividends with a grant of 
£1,500 from the Council and  £64.70 from the World Cup sweepstake.   
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Hints and Tips - Warming up, tuning up and reading ahead 

Both Tim and I are pleased to see that you are starting to get into the habit of warming up your 
instruments and chops before we start the practice.  If we don’t, our instruments will be out of tune, and 
tone and agility don’t kick in for at least 10 minutes.  Just a few easy scales or perhaps that little tricky bit 
in one of the pieces just five minutes before Tim starts always helps.  I use a single page of easy 
exercises which are perfect if any one is interested. 

With the exception of the Trombone players who can keep in tune by subtle slight movement of the 
slide, the rest of us have to rely on our tuning slides and our embouchure for fine tuning.  Even when Tim 
has tuned the whole band individually, we can be out of tune for various reasons such as when you are 
required to play very softly, when you over blow, when your embouchure is tired or weak, and when you 
are running short of air.  The most important thing is that you keep a good column of air to support the 
notes.  So, beware, listen and concentrate to stay in tune, particularly when playing softly or at the end of 
phrases.  

When I joined the Derby Railway Works band at the tender age of 13, I was encouraged to improve my 
playing by ‘reading ahead’. This involved reading the next one or two bars ahead of the bar I was playing.  
A difficult feat to accomplish which needed some nerve to attempt.  With perseverance it became 
second nature like riding a bike.  The advantage was that I was never caught out by a sudden burst of 
tricky fingering and it helped my ‘sight reading’ enormously.  Now I have taken up playing again I can still 
do it but have to concentrate very hard to keep it up all the time. (Probably an age thing although I won’t 
admit it!)  Try it! Just start by reading one or two notes ahead at first when you practice at home - see 
how you get on.  

Well, we have all settled down very well under Tim as our new M.D., and I am pleased to include a 
regular feature from him next up.  

From your M.D.  

It’s been a busy few months at Newmount Brass.  As you 
may be aware by now, after 9 years of invaluable service to 
the band, both Musical Director Alan Salmon and Chairman 
Mick Sharp stood down from their roles in April this year.  
Such a big change could have been really difficult for the 
band, but I think they have coped admirably.    

Now it is October, we can reflect upon Summer and Autumn 
concerts and look forward to Christmas.  I honestly think the 
band have performed very well over the last couple of 

months; outdoor engagements can be tricky at the best of times, and if you consider that there’s been a 
new face at the front, that’s a real achievement.   

Already, the band have made some big steps.  I’m enjoying it immensely; I hope you are too.  Roll on 
Christmas - the most exciting season for any brass band.   

Back to School yet again 

Once again I had the pleasure of attending the Bolsover Summer School for Brass Bands at the end of 
July.   

A larger attendance this time and a horn section of 5 Flugel Horns and 6 Tenor Horns.  I was thrilled to be 
given the leading position on Solo Horn and thoroughly enjoyed it.  I was much more comfortable than 
last year and again it has improved my playing and was really worth while.  I thoroughly recommend it. 
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Jobs to come…  

In addition to the full band Christmas concerts, we will be performing at several venues as a smaller 
ensemble.  These dates can be found at the bottom of this newsletter, marked in red.  

Having initially considered playing carols at Derby County’s iPro Stadium, we’ve decided to take a small 
ensemble in the Spring.  We’ll let you know once that’s organised.   

Band Sunday is now booked for the 15th March 2015 at Melbourne URC.  I have also made an initial 
contact with Sinfin Moor Church for a repeat concert next year (2013’s being a huge success!).  I continue 
to be contacted by Sewerby Hall regarding a trip to give them a concert.  It would give us chance to 
organise a day out at the seaside and get paid for it. 

Next year is the 10th anniversary of the founding of the band.  I shall be working to organise an 
Anniversary Concert.  

Did You Know? 

The composer of the Air Varie  ‘Grandfather’s Clock’ , George Doughty, was a Derby man and played for 
the Derby Police and Derby Borough bands in the 1940’s to 1970s?  I was in the Borough band when he 
wrote it and as far as I know he only wrote one piece.  It has proved to be the most popular Euphonium 
Solo ever and is so to this day.  Quite an  achievement. 

You’ve got to laugh! 

Talking about George, he was quite a heavy smoker and had got into the habit of lighting his fag from a 
box of matches and putting the spent match back in the box.  I clearly remember him hopping about in a 
blind panic as, having popped the box back in his trouser pocket, the whole of the remainder of the 
matches suddenly caught light from the spent one.  I never saw a man move so fast and fortunately he 
was not burned.   

Keith Blood  

(Solo Horn)
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Saturday 8th Nov, 19:30 Mayor’s Charity Concert, Rushcliffe

Sunday 23rd Nov, 13:00 Craft Fair, Swarkestone Nursaries

Friday 5th Dec, 19:30 Our Lady of Lourdes Christmas Concert

Sunday 7th Dec, 12:00 Carols at Swarkestone Nursaries

Sunday 14th Dec, 18:30 Carol Service, Normanton-on-Soar

Monday 15th Dec, 19:30 Melbourne URC Christmas Concert

Tues 16th & Thur 18th Dec, 18:30 Carols & Collection, Morrisons, Wheatcroft Way

Saturday 20th Dec, 19:30 Newmount Methodist Christmas Concert

Sunday 21st Dec, 12:00 Carols at Swarkestone Nursaries

Keith Blood  
(Editor of The Music Stand) 01332 514957

Greg Lunn  
(Chairman) 01332  700184

Sarah Butler  
(Committee Member) 07759 216053

Tim Robinson  
(Musical Director) 01283 569244

Alan Salmon 
(Asst. Musical Director) 01332 774789

Upcom i ng  Engagemen t s Con t ac t  I n fo rma t i on

http://www.newmountbrass.co.uk
http://www.newmountbrass.co.uk

